Contracture related airway obstruction (CRAO) treated successfully with incisional release.
To describe the delayed airway obstruction that can result from anterior cervical burns and report a case of successful decannulation following incisional release and full-thickness skin grafting (FTSG). Case report from a tertiary care academic children's hospital. Direct laryngoscopy demonstrates a significant improvement in the upper airway immediately following an anterior cervical incisional release. The patient was then able to be decannulated on postoperative day 10. Cervical contracture is an important consideration in children with airway obstruction following burns to the upper chest, anterior neck and face, and may be treated successfully with incisional release and FTSG.